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duced to t 
Earl of GLASGOw, the 
he Seal appointed by the Treaty of 
and uſed in Scotland, in 


„ by the; 


this National Church 


nion to be 
lace of the Great Seal of Scotland, 

making and conſtituting him his Majeſty's High Commiſſi- - 
_ oper and Repreſentative in this Aſſembly ; which Commiſ- - 
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ſion was publickly re&dþ with all due honour and reſpect, and 
ordered to be recorded in the books. of- Aſſembly : The tenor 


whereof follows : 


« FA EORGIUS, Dei pratia, Magnæ .Britanniz, - 
I Franciz, et Hiberniz Rex, Fidei Defenſor: :Omni- 


« busftdbls tibniiffibs, ad-quospreſeores litete noſtræ per- 
« yeneritit, faſlitem:” Quarnidoquidem. nos conſiderantes, quod 
« generalis eccleſiz Scotiz conventus in vigeſimum primum 
« diem Maii inſtantis converire 6rdinatus ſuit; noſque etiam 


„ abunde. cupidi, quinetiam neceſſarium eſſe judicantes in 


« commodum dictæ eccleſiæx, ut idem generalis eccleſiæ con- 


„ nts, dit Thatuto dthite obſerverur, actue rebus magni 


monfenti nos alio vekaktibus, dit convearull perſonaliter 
« jntereſſe nequimus; noſque abunde ſatisfacti de fidelitate 
« et ſufficientia fideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi noſtri conſanguinei 
Joannis Comitis de Glaſgow, quod ad ſummum munus ſu- 


« premi noſtti Commiſſionarii dito generali eccleſiæ conven- 


1 tui rite exercendum et obtundum: uſquequaque ſit inſtrue- 
« tus; noveritis igitur nos nominaſſe, conſtituiſſe, et ordi- 


naſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore præſentium, nominamus, conſtitui- 


mus, et ofdinamus, memoratum ſideliſſimum et prædilectiſ- 


« ſi mum noſtrum conſanguineum Joannem Comitem de Glaſ- 


« pow, ſupremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium dicto generali 
«ecdehz conventui Scotiz, dando et concedendo illi pleniſſi- 
« mam noſtram poteſtatem, commiſſionem, et warrantum, ſa- 
& cram noſtram perſonam et authoritatem regalem reptæſen- 


« tandi, necnon præſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et locum no- 
ſtrum in dicto ſubſequenti generaii conventu, tanquam Con- 
„ miſſtonario noſtło ad Hunc effectum ſpecialiter conſtituto, 


«©, renendi, omniaque alia ad impet iam et locum Commiſſiona- 
«« rjj pro generali eccleſiæ conventu peragendi, tam plene, ade- 
e oque libere, in: quovis teſpectu, quam quilibet alius ejuſdem 
« ſummi muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore præterito facere 
«© potuerat, vel ac ſi nos ipſi perſonaliter præſentes ſacere po- 
« tuerimue. Quæque. omnia et ſinguls ab antedicto Joanne 
«: Comite de Glaſgow, in hac noſtra commiſſione proſequen- 
da legitime ſecerit, ſeu fievi ordinaverit, nos firmiter appro- 
«,. bamus; et, habitori ſumus. Omnibus et ſingulis inſuper 
r antedictæ eccleſiæ et .converitus paſtoribus, et preſbyteris, 


* cœterisq ue qui buſcunque, infra Ha ni partem Magnæ Bri- 
„ 4anuie, Scotiam vocatam, ſubditis noſtris quibuſcunque, 


r cujuſcunque 
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« cujuſcunque gradus, ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum Joannem Co- 
« mitem de Glaſgow, t anquam ſupremum naſtrum Commiſ- 
« Gonarium, quoad effectum ſupra mentionatum revereantur, 
«6 agnoſcant, et dict. ipſius audientes fe præbeant, ſtricte 


« ſionem, a dicto vigeſimo primo die Maii inſtantis incipi- 
« re, et deinceps hac ſubſequente ſeſſione dicti generals con- 
« ventus, in vigore continuare declaramus, vel uſque dam a 
« nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus rei teſtime- 
„ nium, ſigillum noſtrum per Unionis tractatum cuſtodiend. 
« er in Scotia, vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejuſdem, utend. or- 
« dinat. præſentibus appendi mandavimus; apud aulam 
« noſtram St James's, ſecundo die menſis Maii, anno Domi- 
« ni milleũmo ſeptingenteſimo ſeptuageſimo ſecundo, regni- 
que noſtri anno duodecimo. Per ſiguaturam manu S. D. 


« N. regis ſupraſcript.“ N 
. Müde 8e fu ed W . 
ee eee - 


The KI Nds moſt gracious Letter to the 


by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE XR 


T) IGHT Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
| The-zealous endeavours which you have ſo conſtantly 
excited in the cauſe of religion and morality, and the repeat- 
ed proofs we have received of your duty and affection to our 
perſon and government, have juſtly intitled you to thoſe 
marks of our-approbation which we have with ſo much ſatiſ- 
faction given to you. You may be aſſured, that the conti- 
nuance of ſo laudable a conduct will always meet with our 
royal protection; and we are happy on this occaſion to re- 
new to you the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of our determination to 
ſupport and maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law eſta- 
liſhed, in the full and free enjoyment of all her juſt rights 
and privileges. 8 


B | We 


« mandamus et imperamus: Atque hanc noſtram commiſ- 


General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
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We have the firmeſt reliance on your ſteady reſolution to 
encourage the ſtricteſt harmony in all your proceedings; that 
you will avoid all party diſtincti ons, private animoſities, and 

rſonal altercations ; that by a ſerious attention to the lau- 
dable purpoſes for which you are aſſembled, you may effectu- 
ally promote and encourage the increaſe of chriſtian virtue; 
and that the moderation and wiſdom of your council will ful- 
ly appear by your ſteady endeavours to diſcountenance every 
ſpecies of vice and licentiouſneſs. 1 oy 

As you are already acquainted with the zeal and abilities, 
with which our Right Truſty and Right Well Beloved cou. 
ſin John Earl of Glaſgow has ſo often repreſented our perſon 
in this General Aſſembly, and have experienced his adherence 
ro the intereſts -of his country, as well as the loyalty and fide- 
lity with which he has diſcharged this important truſt, we 
cannot doubt of the pleaſure you will receive from the choice 
we have again made of him on the preſent occaſion; and we 


are aſſured, that you will continue to exert yourſelves in the 


cauſe of true religion and piety, and that chriſtian charity and 


 brotherly love will attend all your deliberations, which can- 


not fail to ſecure a happy and ſatisfactory concluſion of this 
preſent meeting of the General Aſſembly: And ſo we bid you 
heartily farewell. „ | 


Given at our Court at St James's, the 2d day of 
May 1772, in the twelfth year of our reign. 


By his Majeſty's command, 


(signed) SUFFOLK. | 


General Aſſembly, 1772. | 7 


III. 


The Ge aſſembhy s Anſwer to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 


| May it pleaſe 45 Mi f 


OUR Majeſty's moſt gracious Letter to the national 
Aſſembly. of the church of Scotland, now met under your 
| royal protection, was received with all the reſpectful gratitude, 


due from royal ſubjects, who have been honoured with ſo con- 


dleſcending a proof of the favour-of their Sovereign. 

The approbation which your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs 
of the conduct of this church, in former Aſſemblies, cannot 
fail to fill our minds with the greateſt pleaſure, and next to 
the approbation of God, and of our own conſciences, that of 
our Sovereign muſt hold the higheſt place in our eſteem ; and 
it is the, peculiar happineſs of your Majeſty's ſubjects, that by 
a ſteady purſuit of the former, they take the ſureſt way to 
attain the latter. 

The intereſts of religion and morality, are and ſhall be the 
chief objects of our care and attention, and we rejoice, that 
e have a King to ſway the ſceptre over us, who not only pro- 
tects us in the Jiſcharge of our duty, but moves and excites 
us by his royal command and example to the practice of 
it. | 
The confidence which your Majeſty ,is pleaſed to put in our 
attachment to your perſon and government, lays us under an 
indiſpenſible obligation, to make it our ſincere and conſtant 
aim, to merit the continuance of it. As our own hearts are 
filled with the ſtrongeſt and moſt affectionate loyalty, we 
ceaſe-not to exert our beſt endeavours to infuſe the fame ſpi- 
rit into the people under our care. 

We rely with the moſt: perfect confidence on your Majeſty? 8 
moſt gracious declaration of your reſolution to ſupport the 
church of Scotland, as by law eſtabliſhed, in the full and free 
enjoy ment of all her juſt rights and privileges. 

„Nay it pleaſe your Majeſty to accept of our moſt reſpect- 

ſul thanks for your paternal advice, in regard to the manner 

of gs our, n ae hope to give proof of 
218 
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a becoming regard to it, by exhibiting that temper and mode- 
ration, which are ſo ſuitable to the ſpirit of our holy religion, 

Your Majeſty's renewal to this Aſſembly of your royal do- 
nation, for propagating chriſtian knowledge in the Highlands 
and Iſlands, is a freſh and pleaſing proof of your paternal con- 
cern for the beſt intereſts of your ſubjects. And it ſhall be 
our care, fo to direct the application of it, as moſt effectually 
to accompliſh your Majeſty's pious and charitable intention. 

Your Majeſty's repeated choice of the Earl of Glaſgow to 
repreſent your royal perſon in this Aſſembly is highly agreea- 
ble to us. His experienced abilities for the exerciſe of ſo 
great a truſt, his loyalty, and the frequent proofs we have had 
of the propriety of his conduct in this important ſtation, and 
his fidelity in diſcharging the duty of it, call for our juſt ac- 
knowledgments of your Majeſty's favour to us in this nomi- 
nation. Ad | 

That it may pleaſe the King of kings, long to preſerve 
your Majeſty's moſt facred perſon : That he may pour down 
the choiceſt of his bleflings on your royal Confort, our moſt 
gracious Queen, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and 
all the Royal Family; and that after you ſhall have long 
reigned over dutiful and happy ſubjects with much glory, you 
may receive an unfading Crown, in the heavenly kingdom, is 
and ſhall be the fervent prayer of, 5 | 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, = 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
ann, 
And moſt loyal ſubjefts, 
| The miniſters and elders met in this Na- 


tional Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 


Signed in our name, 


j In our preſence, | 
& And at our appointment, by _ 
0 © ADAM FERGUSSON Moderator, 
EDIN. 23d 8 
| May 1772. | 
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IV. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iſlands, and for managing 
his Majeſty's Royal Bounty for that 


"DT HF. General Aﬀembly de hereby nominate arid ap- 
| point the Reverend Mr Adam Ferguſon miniſter of 4 
goſpel at Moulin, their moderator, all the miniſters, 
members of the presbytery of Edinburgh, Mr Alex- 
ander Scott at Meigle, Dr John Kerr at Forfar, Principal 
Campbell at Aberdeen, Profeſſor Gerard at Aberdeen, Mr Alex- 
ander Frafer at Inverneſs, Mr HeQor M*Phail at Kirkmichael, 
Mr George Watſon at Kilteran, Mr Donald M Queen at Kil- 
muir, Mr Roderick M*Leod at Bracadale, Mr Murdoch Mac- 
Tver at Applecreſs, Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Ro- 
bert Sands at Hoy, Mr Gilbert Lang at Largs, Mr Archibald 
MLea at Rothſay, Mr Colin Campbell at Kilmodden, Mr 
David Campbell at Southend, Mr John Hamilton at Kilmo- 
rie, Mr George Robertſon at Campbeltowu, Mr John Mac- 
Aulay at Inverary, Mr Archibald Campbell at North Knap- 
dale, Mr Ludovick Grant at Ardchattan, Mr Kenneth Mac- 
Aulay at Ardnamurchan, Mr John Brodie at Kinloch, Mr 
Thomas Biſſet at Logierait, Mr Patrick M*Vean at Dull, Mr 
Robert Brown at Tulliallan, Mr John Robertſon at Dunblane, 
Mr Duncan M*Farlane at Drymen, Mr William Grant at Ar- 
Toquhar, Dr John Walker at Moffac, Mr David M Gibbon 
at Buchanan, Mr Thomas Spankie at Falkland, Mr Henry 
Grieve at Dalkeith, Mr George Barclay at Haddington, Mr 
Andrew Hunter at Dumfries, Mr Thomas Randal at Stirling, 
Mr John Freebairn at Dumbarton, Mr Colin Campbell at 
| Renfrew, Mr John Hamilton at Glaſgow, Mr James Moriſon 
at Paiſley, Mr Archibald Stevenſon at St Madoes, miniſters ; 
Sir George Preſton of Valleyficld, Profeſſor Thomas Gordon 
At Aberdeen, Mr Alexander Hart writer, Mr William 
Chalmers writer, Profeſſor John Cook, Bailie Oharles Wright, 
Edinburgh, William Alexander of Clunie, Eſq; Dr Colin 
| Cc = Drummond 
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Drummond phyſician, Edinburgh, John Adams of Maryburgh 
Eſq; The Honourable Baron Maule, The Earl of Dalhouſte 
Mr George Currie advocate, Bailie George Black, Glaſpoy, 
Mr John Scott advocate, Mr George Hume baker, Edin. 
burgh, James Cunningham of Hyndhope, John Fordyce of 
Ayton, Eſq; David Dalrymple, Eſq; advocate, Mr William 
Adam, younger of Maryburgh, Mr John Clerk merchant in 
Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Elphinſtone advocate, Mr ohn 
Robertſon writer in Fdinburgh, Mr George Ogilvie advocate 
Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the fignet, Mr Cofmg Gordon, ad- 
vocate, Dr Gregory Grant phyſician, Edinburgh, Mr Antho- 
ny Ferguſon merchant, Edinburgh, Mr James Colquhoun ad- 
vocate, Bailie John Walker, Edinburgh, Nir Walter Gibſon 
Surgeon in Leith, Bailie John Brown merchant in Edinburgh 
Mr John Haddoway merchant in Leith, Mr William BI, Donald 
writer to the ſignet, Mr John Moſman merchant in Edinburgh, 
Mr Thomas Simpſon peutherer in Edinburgh, Bailie Thomas 
Elder metehant, Edinburgh, Mr Andrew M*Ara merchant, 
Edinburgh, The Right Honourable John Dairympfle Provoſt 
of Edinburgh, Conveener Orlando Hart, Jokn Home, Eſq; 
Mr Walter Scott merchant in Edinburgh, the Lord Advocate, 
Commiſſioner , Laurie, Mr Sollicitor Dundas, Mr Charles 
Brown advocate, Mr Thomas Hogg advocate, Mr Adam Opil- 
vie advocate,. Mr Andrew Croſbie advocate, Mr Alexander 
Ferguſon advocate, Mr. Alexander Orr writer to the ſignet, 
Mr Alexander Abrecrombie writer to the ſignet, Mr John 
M. Laurin advocate, Profeſſor Thomas Reid, William Hay of 
Crawfordton writer to the ſignet, Bailie William Tod mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, William Wilſon of Soonhope, Eſq; Mr 
Walter Coſſar merchant in Edinburgh, Sir James Colquhoun 
of Luſs, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq: Duncan M*Millan of 
Dunmore, Eſq; Mr Archibald M Donald advocate, John 
Campbell of Skipneſs, Eſq; Mr James Loch writer to the ſig- 
net, Dr James Williamſon, Glaſgow, Lord Stonefield, Mr 
Allan M*Dougal of Gallanaſh, Profeſſor Adam Ferguſon, Mr 
Alexander Belſches advocate, and Bailie James Gentle, ruling 
elders; to be a committee of this Aſſembly, for reformation of 
the Highlands and Iflauds of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, ſy ppreſſing Popery and profanenels, 
and ſor managing the Royal Bounty ſor theſe ends, according 
to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to-this Aſſembly. In 
proſecution of which purpoſes, the committee are to appoint 
preachers and catechiſts to go to ſuch places as they {hall find, 
| * Abgabe A upoß 
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upon due in formation, to be moſt proper, according to his 
Majeſty's deſign expreſſed in his warrant ; and, in ſo doing, 
that they have particular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South 
Pia, Small-Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, 
Glengary, and Lochaber, and. the other pariſhes of the ſynods 
of Glenelg and Argyle, which the committee ſhall find, by 
reaſon of their vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and 
ignorance, and other unhappy circumſtances, to be in the 
greateſt diſtreſs: And they ſhall take care, that the perſons 
they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, to be pro- 
perly qualified for theſe reſpective offices, of good abilities for 
the ſame, of a pious life and converſation, prudent, of un- 
doubted loyalty to his Majeſty, and of competent skill in the 
principles of divinity, and particularly in Popiſh controverſies: 
Such preachers and catechiſts being hereby appointed to be 
ſubject to, and under the inſpection of, the preſbyteries of the 
bounds to which they are ſent, who are to take care that the 
orders of the committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 
preachers are alſo appointed to catechiſe; and both they and 
the catechiſls to inſtruct the people from houſe to houſe, and 
to viſit the ſick: And, in all their labours among the people, 
to be careful to teach them the 'principles and duties of the 
true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, and the obligations they 
are under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
and obedience to the laws: And the committee are impower- 
ed to give them ſuch inſtructions, as to their work and beha- 
viour, as they fhall judge meet; which inſtructions the preach- 
ers and catechiſts are hereby ordered to obey. ' The General 
Aſſembly do further appoint the ſaid committee to have a 
particular regard in their proceedings to the regulations agre- 
ed upon by the committee of the Aſſembly for managing the 
Royal bounty, on the zoth of September 1730, approven by 
ſtequent Aſſemblies; and to take care that preſbyteries, and 
others concerned, obſerve the ſame, which they are hereby 
ordered to do: Particularly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral 
preſbyteries to inſert in their regiſters, the commitree's ap- 
pointments of the deſignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of the 
ſeveral miſſionaries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in 
all the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid miſſionaries, and 
in giving of certificates to them; and to direct all their let- 
.ters concerning miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the mo- 
derator of the committee; which letters ſhall be figned, at the 
IO, 1 | appointment 
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appointment of the preſbytery, by the moderator or del 
thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment to be 
made of the ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except upon receipts 
ſrom the miſſionaries themſelves, and upon certificates from 
the Presbyteries, bearing that they have ſerved for the time 
mentioned in the receipts, The General Aſſembly do alſo 
impower the ſaid committee to apply, for the purpoſes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laſt year's Royal bounty 
not diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful. 
filling the appointments laid upon them : And they are to 
keep a regilter of their proceedings, and likewiſe diſtinct books 
of accompts, how the foreſaid money is beſtowed, which ſhall 
be patent to any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpect the ſame, 
Of che perſons above-named as members of this committee, 
five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are to be mi- 
niſtets. But it is hereby appointed, that at the quarterly 
meeting of the committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 
ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be approved and 
determined, not leſs than fourteen {hall be the quorum, where- 
of nine ſhall be miniſters, and the ſaid committee are appoint- 
ed to have their meetings at Edinburgh, in the hall of the ſo- 
ciety in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, the 
. Jaſt Thurſday of every month, at four of the clack afternoon, 
and alfo the firſt lawful day after the adjournment of the four 
ſtated diets of the commiſſion of the General Afſembly, at ten 
of the clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall ro be 
Saturday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 
thereaſter, at the ſaid hour : with power to the ſaid commit- 
tee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch times and places, as they 
ſhall find moſt needful and convenient ; and they are to keep 
a correſpondence with the commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 
bly, and the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and their committee of directors, and to take their advice and 
aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond with the ſynods and pres- 
byteries concerned. They are likewiſe inſtructed and impow- 
cred, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, to apply to the Government, or 
any magiſtrate, for aſſiſtance and ſupport in carrying on the 
deſign of the commiſſion now given to them. And the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly do by theſe preſents nominate and appoint Mr 
David Dalrymple advocate, procurator for the Church, 10 be 
receiver of the foreſaid Royal bounty, and to pay out the ſame 
as he (hall be directed and ordered by the faid 1 
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and according to their rules. And the ſald committee 
are appointed to examine the accompts of the diſtribution 
of the Royal bounty, and Jay the ſame before the Lorgs 
Commiſſioners of his Maj jefty's Treaſury, or the Barons 
of his Majeſty's Court of” Exchequer, and to report their 
diligence to the General. Aſtembly, to whom they are to 
be accountable; And ir is agreed, that no perfor once 
employed and inſert in the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out 
thereof for that year, but by the quorum of at leaſt four- 
teen, whereof nine to be miniſters; and in caſe any com- 
plaint ſhall be made againſt any of them on the ſcheme, 
it ſhall not be determined the firſt ordinary meeting that 
the fame is offered, but it ſhall ly on the table till another 
meeting; and, in the mean time, the perſon complained 
of, and the preſbytery of the bounds wherein” lie offi- 
ciates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch complaint, and theſe 


concerned be required to ſend to the faid committee a 


juſt account of the matter, againſt the' next meeting, 


And it is further appointed, that after the yearly ſcheme 
of miſſionaries on the Royal bounty i is ſettled i in manner 
above directed, and notice thereof given by letters to the 
preſbyteries concerned, ſuch preſbyteries (hall ſend up to 
the ſaid committee, their anſwer to theſs letters, at far- 
theſt with their commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, 


il the ſame be not done ſooner; and that the committee, 


felves; and if they cannot compleat it, they ſhall. name 


at their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembiy, hall 


endeavour to compleat the next year's. ſcheme them- 


a ſub-committee of their number for that purpoſe; who 
are to lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent 


meeting, which are appointed to meer as ſoon after the 
riſing of the Aſſembly as poſſible. And that the ſaid 


committee, in making up the ſolieme of miſionaries, 
Rec. do not enen the ſum in the e a 
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V. 


: Commiſtion to ſome Miniſters and as 
Elders, for — Affairs —_—_ to 
them. 


H E General Aſſembly, conſidering that there are . 
verſe affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate, commiſſionate, and appoint the Reverend Mr Adam 
Ferguſon miniſter of the goſpel at Moulin, their moderator; 
and from the preſbytery of Danfermline, Mr Thomas Fernie 
at Dunfermline, Mr George Adie at Carnock, Mr Robert 
Rolland at Culroſs, Se. of and Sir George Preſton of Val- 
1yfield, ruling elder; From the burgh of Dunfermline, Mr Alex- 
ander Hart Depute-clerk of Juſticiary; From the burgh of Cul- 
roſs, Mr David Ireland, Town-clerk of Culroſs; From the 
burgh of Dyſart, Bailie Charles Wright merchant in Edin- 
. 4 From the preſpytery of Kirkaldy, Mr Robert Spears 
at Burntiſland, Mr Henry More at Auchtertool, Mr John 
Moodie at Port moak, miniſters, and Mr Robert Orrock, 
ruling elder ; From the burgh of Kinghorn, James Balmain, 
Eſq; From the burgh of Burntiſland, Dean of Guild John 
Hoy; From the preſbytery of Coupar, Mr George Bowes at 
Cupar, Mr Robert Wingate at Abdie, Mr Robert Arnat at 
Ceres, Mr Thomas Spankie at Falkland, miniſters, the Honoy- 
Table Captain Frederick Maitland and Andrew Barclay of Pit- 
achope, Eſq; ruling elders; From the burgh of Coupar, 
John Balfour of Balbirnie, Eſq; From the preſpytery of St. 
Andrews, Mr Joſeph Pitcairn at Carnbee, Mr John Nairn at 
Anſtruther, Mr William Beat at Kilrenny, Mr Archibald 
Gillies at St Monans, miniſters, James Anderſon of Newbig- 
ging, and William Donaldſon, Efgrs; ruling elders ; From the 
burgh of St Andrews, Mr William Chalmers writer in Edin- 
burgh ; From the univerſity of St Andrews, Profeſſor 
John Cook ; From the burgh of Kilrenny, William Alex- 
ander of Clunie, Eſq; From the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr 


Alexander) Scott at Meigle, Mr James Ogilvie at 2 
Ons 


Pl 
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Jenn Haliburton at Ketins, miniſters, and Patrick [Aliſon of 
e Eſq; ruling elder ; From the preſby tery of Forfar, 
Dr John Young at Inverarity, Dr John Kerr at F orfar, mini- 
ſters, and Dr Colin Drummond phyſician in Edinburgh, rul- 
ing elder; From the burgh of Forfar, John Adams of Mary- 
burgh, Eſq; From the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr John Gib- 
fon at Mains, Mr William Biſſet at Dundee, Mr Andrew 
Hally at Lundy, miniſters, and Mr Charles Jobſon merchant 
in Dundee, .ruling.elder ; From the burgh of Dundee, Provoſt 
Patrick Maxwell; From the preſbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr 
William Bell at Aberbrot hock, Mr John Aitken at St Vigians, 
miniſters, and the Honoutable Baron Mavle, ruling elder; 
From the burgh of Aberbrothock, George Earl of Dalhouſie; 
From the presbytery of Brechin, Mr Patrick Turnbull at 
Strickathro, Mr Charles Niſbet at Montroſe, Mr Daniel Bryce 
at Logie, miniſters, and Mr John Scott advocate, ruling elder; 
From the preſbytery-of Fordoun, Mr James Smith at Garvock, 
Mr Robert Young at Benholm, Mr Alexander Leſlie at For- 
doun, miniſters, and Mr George Home baker in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder, From the preſbytery of Aberdeen, Principal 
Campbell at Aberdeen, Mr John Brown at Newhills, Mr Pa- 
trick Duff at Old Machar, Mr William Duff at Peter Coulter, 
miniſters, Dr Robert Finlay of Drummore, and James Cun- 
ninghame of Hyndhope, Eſq; ruling elder; From the King's 
College, Profeſſor Alexander Gerard; From the preſbytery of 
Kincardin O'Niel, Mr Francis Dounie at Banchoryternan, Mr 
John Abel at Echt, Dr John Ogilvie at Midmar, miniſters, 
and John Fordyce of Ayton, Eſq; ruling elder; From the 
preſbytery of Ellon, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Tarves, Mr John 
Roſe at Udney, miniſters, and Proſeſſor Thomas Gordon, 
-ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of Garioch, Mr Alexander 
Stewart at Leſlie, Mr William Davidſon at Inverury, Mr Ro- 
bert Gauld at: Culſamond, miniſters, and David Dalrymple, 
Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Kintore, Mr 
William Adam-younger of Maryburgh ; From the burgh of 
Inverury, Mr John Clerk merchant in Edinburgh; From the 
preſbytery of Deer, Dr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr An- 
drew Voungſon at Aberdour, Mr Charles Keay at Old 
Deer, miniſters, and Mr Alexander EJphingſton advocate, rul- 
ng elder; From the preſbycery ef Fordyce, Mr. Andrew 
Skene at Banff, Mr. Robert Ogilvie at Ordiquhill, miniſters, | 
and Mr John Robertſon writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; 1 
From the burgh of Cullen, Mr George Ogilvie advocate; | 
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From the preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Alexander Ch,j. 


mers at Cairnie, Mr John Coopar at Glaſs, miniſters, aud 
Mr Colmo Gordon advocate, ruling elder; From the 
preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr James Ogilvie at Rothes, Mr 
John Grant at Dundurcas, miniſters, and Mr Haac Grant 
writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery 
of Abernethy, Mr William Gordon at Alvie, Mr Patrick 
Grant at Cromdale, miniſters, and Dr Gregory Grant | 
phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the preſby. 
tery of Elgin, Mr Alexander Watt at Alves, Mr Thomas 
M*Farlane at Longbride, miniſters, and Mr Anthony 
Ferguſon merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From: 


_ the burgh of Forres, Mr James Colquhoun advocate; ; From: 


the preſbytery of Invernels, Mr Alexander Fraſer at In- 
verneſs, Mr james M*Intoſh at Moy, miniſters, and A- 
lexander Campbell of Dalneſs, Etq; advocate, ruling „ 
der; From the preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr Hector Mac- 


- Phail at Kirkmichael, Mr Walter Moriſon at Ardiſeer, 


miniſters, and Bailie John Walker merchant in Edin- 
burg. ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Tain, Mr 
Patrick Grant at Nigg, Mr Hugh Roſe at Tain, miniſters, 
and Mr John Gorry commiſſary of Rofs, ruling elder; 
From the burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers of Larbert, | 
Eſq; From the preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr Donald Fra- 
ſer at Urquhart, Mr George Watſon at Kiltearn, mini- 
ſters, and Mr Walter Gibſon ſurgeon in Leith, ruling el- 


der ; From the burgh of Dingwall, Bailie John Brown 


merchant in Edinburgh : - From the preſbytery of Sky, 
Mr Donald M Queen at Kilmuir, Mr Roderick M'Leod + 
at Brackadale, miniſters, and Mr John Haddoway, mer- 
chant in Leith, ruling elder ; F rom the preſbytery of | 
Gairloch, Mr Colin MF arquhar- at Applecroſs, Mr Mur- 
doch MfIver at Lochalfh, miniſters, and Mr William 
M. Donald writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; From the | 
preſbytery of Tongue, Mr George Munro at Farr, Mr 
John Thomſon at Durnefs, miniſters, and Mr John Moſ- 
man merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the 
preſbytery of Caithneſs; Mr Alexander Nicolſon at Thur- 
ſo, Mr William Sutherland at Wick, miniſters, and Sir 
John Dalrymple of Couſland, baronet, ruling elder; From 
the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr George Douglas at Kirk- 


wall, Mr John Scolly at St Andrews, miniſters, and Mr 
homes 
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Thomas Simpſon peutherer in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; 
From the preſbytery of Cairſton, Mr Robert Sands at 
Hoy, Mr James Bremner at Walls, miniſters, and Bailie 
Thomas Elder merchant in Edinburgh; ruling elder ; 
From the preſbytery of North Iſles, Mr Alexander Pit- 
cairn at Shapinſhay, Mr Hugh Sutherland at Croſspariſh, 
miniſters, and Mr Andrew M' Cara merchant in Edin— 
burgh. ruling elder ; From the . preſbytery of Zetland, 
Mr William Mitchell at Tingwall, Mr David M*Robert at 
Neip, miniſters, and Mr John Forreſt merchant in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
Mr Robert Walker, Mr Henry Lundie, Dr John Erſkine, 
Mr Thomas Scott at Leith, Mr James Brown, Edinburgh, 
Mr Thomas White at Libberton, miniſters, the Earl of 
Lauderdale, Bailie John Learmonth, and Mr James Dun- 
can, ruling elders; From the city of Edinburgh, the 
Right Honourable John Dalrymple, Eſq; Lord Provoſt 
of Edinburgh, and Mr Orlando Hart preſent conveener ; - 
From the univerſity of Edinburgh, Principal Robertſon; 
From the church of Camprere, Mr James Yair at Camp- 
yere, miniſter, and John Home, Eſq; ruling elder ;_ From 
the preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Patrick Bennet at Pol- 
mont, Mr George Ellis at Carridden, Mr Archibald Mac- 
Aulay at Queensferry, Mr Patrick Baillie at Borrowſtoun- 
neſs, miniſters, Charles Hope-Vere of Craigiehall, Eſq; 
and Mr David. Sampſon, ruling elders; From the burgh 
of Linlithgow, Bailie Robert Clerk merchant in Linlith- 
gow ; From the burgh of Queensferry, Mr Walter Scott 
merchant in dinburgh; From the preſhytery of Big- 
gar, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr John Noble at 
Libertoun, Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, ' miniſters, 
and Robert Welſh of Molsfennan, Eſq; ruling elder ; 
From the preſbytery of Peebles, Mr John Baird at Sio- 
bo, Mr Alexander Adams at Traquair, miniſters, and the 
Lord Advocate, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 


am Mackie at Primroſe, Mr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, mi- 
niſters, and Robert Hepburn of Clerkington, Eſq; ruling 
elder : From the preſbytery of Haddington, Mr John Ha- 
milton at Bolton, Mr Thomas Hepburn at Athelſtaneford, 
Mr George Barclay at Haddington, miniſters, and Charles 
| = 5 r Brown 


Dalkeich, Mr Thomas Turnbull at Borthu i Mr Wün- 
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Abbay, miniſters, and Gilbert Laurie, Eſq; Commiſſioner 


From the presbytery of Annan, Mr James Gath at Grait- 


Alexander Orr of Waterſide Eſq; ruling elder; From the 


nant in Kirkhill of Wamphrey, ruling elder ; From the 


| ſkails, Eſq; From the presbytery of Penpont, Mr John Ro- 
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Brown younger of Coalfton; Eſq; ruling elder ; From the 
burgh of Haddington, Francis Kinloch younger of Gil. 
mourton, Eſq; From the preſbytery of Dunbar Mr John 
Clunie at Whitckirk, Mr Alexander Davidſon at Stenton, 
miniſters, and Sir George Suttie of Balgon, baronet, 
ruling elder ; From the burgh of Dunbar Mr Peter Miller | 
preacher cf the golpel; From the preſbytery of Dunſe 
Mr Robert Montieth at Laſmahego, Mr Adam Murray at 


of Exciſe, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Chirnſide, 
Mr Johm Todd at Ladykirk, Mr John Jolly at Colding- 
ham, miniſters, and Sir John Stewart of Allanbank, ba- 
ronet, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of Kells, Mr 
Robert Turnbull at Sprouſton, Mr James Turnbull at 
Linton, miniſters, and Mr Solicitor Dundas ruling elder ; 
From the presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Riccalton at 
Hobkirk, Dr James M*Knight at Jedburgh, Mr Robert 
Muirhead at Southdean, miniſters, and Mr Robert Laijqd- 
law at Falnaſh, ruling elder; From the presbytery of Lau- 
der, Mr John Goudie at Earlſtoun, Mr William Gullin at 
Legerwood, miniſters, and Mr John Tait of Pirn, ruling 
elder ; From the burgh of Lauder, Mr Thomas Hogg ad- 
vocate ; From the presbytery of Selkirk, Mr Simon Hali- 
burton at Aſkirk, Mr Robert Douglas at Galaſhiells, mi- 
niſters, and Mr Adam Ogilvie advocate, ruling elder ; 
From the burgh of Selkirk, Mr George Currie advocate; 


ney, Mr Alexander Brown at Hoddon, miniſters, and Mr 


burgh of Annan, William Hay of Crawfurdtoun, Eſq; 
From the presbytery of Lochmaben, Mr John Nimmo at 
Johnſton, Mr William Scott at Kirkpatrick, Dr John Bur- 
ges at Kirkmichal, miniſters, and William Caruthers te- 


presbytery of Langholm, Mr Andrew Walker at Canon- 
bee, Mr Richard Scott at Ewes, miniſters, and bailie Wil- 
liam Todd merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From 
the burgh of Lochmaben, James Mounſay of Rammar- 


bertſon at Kirkonnel, Mr John M*Kell at Duriſdeer, mi- 
niſters, and Mr Thomas Edgar in Caſtle-hill, ruling elder; 
From the presbytery of Dumfries, Mr Philip Moriſon at 
Dunſcore, Mr James Finan at Colvend, Mr Andrew Hun- 
ter at Dumfries, miniſters, and Mr Andrew Crosbie ad- 


vocate, ruling elder; From the burgh of Dumfries, =_ 
ander 
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ander Ferguſon of Craigdarroch, Eſq; advocate; From the 9 
presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Alexander Dick at Dal- | 
ry, Mr Robert Coupar at Girton, Mr Samuel Martin at | 
Balmaghie, miniſters, and William Welch of Colin, Eſq; [ 
ruling elder ; From the burgh of Kirkcudbright, Mr Alex- } 
ander Abercrombie writer to the ſignet; From the prel- | 
bytery of Wigton, Mr William Boyd at Penningham, Mr 
James Laing at Glaſterton, miniſters, and Mr John Brown 
in Craigincallin ruling elder; from the presbytery of 
Stranrawer, Mr John Hunter at Stonnykirk, Mr James 
Mochrie at Colmonel, miniſters, and Mr John M*Bryde q 
in Knockibay ruling elder ; From the presbytery of Air, | 
Mr Patrick Woodrow at Tarbolton, Mr Duncan M<Myne | 
at Dalmellington, Mr John Ramſay at Kirkmichael, Mr 
Thomas Miller at Old Cumnock, Mr James Wright at 
Maybole, miniſters, John Hamilton of Bargeny, Eſq; and 
William Campbell of Fairfield, E 1q; ruling elders; From 
the presbytery of Irvine, Mr John Fullerton at Dalry, 
Mr Gilbert Lang at Largs, Mr Thomas Pollock at K11- 
winning, miniſters, and the Honourable Patrick Boyle 
ruling elder; From the burgh of Irvine, Mr Claud Mar- 
{hall writer in Glaſgow ; From the presbytery of Paiſly, 
Mr Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Mr John Adam at Gree- 
nock, Mr James Moriſon at Paifly, miniſters, and John 
MTLaurin, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; From the preſ- 
bytery, of Hamilton, Mr David Connel at Kilbryde, Mr 
Patrick Maxwell at Newmonkland, Mr Alexander Dobie 
at Glaſsford, miniſters, and Mr William Coats of Old 
Place, ruling elder ; From the presbytery of Lanark, Mr 
William Forreſter at Carſtnirs, Mr James Gray at Lanark, 
Mr John Chryſtie at Carnwath, minifters, and William 
Wilſon of Soonhope, Eſq; ruling elder; From the burgh 
of Lanark, Mr Walter Coſſar merchant in Edinburgh; 
From the presbytery of Glaſgow, Mr James Stirling at 
Glaſgow, Mr John Hamilton at Glaſgow, Mr John Ker at 
Carmunnock, Mr John Telfer at Kilſyth, minifters, bailie 
John Tulloch merchant, Glaſgow, and bailie George Black 
ant there, ruling elders; From the Univerſity of 
Glaſgow, profeſſor Thomas Reid; From the presbytery of 
Dumbarton, Mr Andrew Gray at New Kilpatrick, Mr 
David M*<Gibbon at Buchanan, Mr John Freebairn at 
Dunbarton, miniſters, and Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, 
ruling elder ; From the burgh of Dumbarton, Mr Alex- 
ander Weir of Green; From the presbytery of Denoon, 
Mr 
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Mr Archibald MLea at Rothſay, Mr Colin Campbell at 


Kilmoden, miniſters, and John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; 


ruling elder ; From the burgh of Rothſay, Duncan ac. 


Millan of Dunmore, E1q; From the presbytery of Kintyre, 
Mr David Campbell at Southend, Mr John Hamilton at 
Kilmore, Mr George Robertſon at Campbleton, miniſters, 
and Mr Archibald M Donald advocate, ruling elder ; 
From the burgh of Campbleton, John Campbell of Skip- 
neſs, Eſq; From the presbytery of Inverary, Mr John 
M<Aulay at Inverary, Mr Archibald Campbell at 
Northknapdale, miniſters, and Mr James Loch wri— 
ter to the ſignet, ruling elder; From the burgh of 
Inveraray, Dr James Williamſon ; From the preſþy- 


tery of Lorn, Mr Ludovick Grant at Ardhatten, Mr 


field, ruling elder; From the presbytery of Mull, Mr 


Donald M*Nicol at Leſſmore, miniſters, and Lord Stone- 


Kenneth M Aulay at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archibald 


M*Arthur at Kilninian, miniſters, and Allan M*Dougal 
younger of Gallaniſh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Dunkeld, Dr George Wiſhart, Mr John Brodie at Kin- 
loch, Mr Thomas Biſſet at Logierait, Mr Patrick M*Vean 


Adam Ferguſſon, ruling elders ; from the presbytery of 
Perth, Mr David Bannerman at St. Hartins, Mr Archi- 
bald Stevenſon at St. Madoes, Mr David Beatſon at Dum- 
barnie, Mr William Taylor at Rhynd, miniſters, Mr Alex- 
ander Belſhes advocate, and bailie John Caw merchant, 
Perth, ruling elders; From the burgh of Perth, Provoſt 
William Stewart ; From the presbytery of Stirling, Mr 
Thomas Randal at Stirling, and Mr John Muſhet there, mi- 
niſters, and Mr Colin Angus in Stirling, ruling elder; From 
the burgh of Stirling, provoſt Henry Jaffray ; From the 
presbytery of uchterarder, Mr David Kemp at Galk, 
Mr Robert Stirling at Crief, Sir Henry Moncrieff Wel- 
wood. baronet, at Blackford, miniſters, and bailie James 
Gentle, brewer in Canongate, ruling elder ; From the 
presbytery of Dumblane, r Robert Brown at Tulliallan, 
Mr John Robertſon at Dumblane, miniſters, and Mr John 
Ramſay ſhipmaſter in Kincardine, ruling elder ; to be 
commiſſioners of this General Aſſembly, to the effect after 
mentioned; with power to the ſaid commiſſioners, or 
their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty- 


one of the ſaid commillioners, whereof twenty-one are 


always to be miniſters, to meet and conveen within the 


Aſſe.ably-houſe at Edinbyrgh, the firſt day after the 0k 4 
| lution 


{ 


at Dull, miniſters, the Earl of Breadalbane, and Profeſſor 


« if | 
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Jucion of this Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the fore- 
noon; and thereaſter, the ſecond Wedneiday of Auguſt, 
third Wedneſday of November, and tlie firſt Wedneiday 
of March next to come, aud oitener when and where they 
{hall think fit and convenient, with power to the - ſaid : 
commillioners to chule their own moderator: And like 
ways, the General Aſſembly fully impowers their ſaid 
commiliioners, or their quorum above mentioned, to cog- 
noſce and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, ia | 
every matter reterred, or that ſhall be referred to them, | | 
by an act or order of this Aflembly, and to do every thing | 
contained in, and conform to the inſtructions given, or 
to be given by this Aſlembly; and to advert to the intereſt | 
of the church on every occaſion, that the church, and 
preſent ckabliihment thereof do not ſuſfer or ſuſtain any j 
prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be an- | | 
| 


ſwerable: Provided always, that this general clauſe be 
not extended to particular affairs, or proceſſes before ; - | 

nods or presbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern 
to, or influence upon, the whole church. And it is _ | 
hereby appointed, that no private proceſſes be determin- | 
ed, except at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be 5 | 
determined at one diec of the commiſſion, with relation | 
to private caitles, ſhall be unalterable by any ether dies | 
thereof, and ſhall ſtand. and continue in force, till difip- Ml 
proven by the General Aſſembly. And the Aijſembly | | 
renews. the inſtructions given by the General Affemblv _ | 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, | 
to their commiſſion, and appoints: the ſame to ſtand in | 
full force, as inſtructions to the commiſſioners before- | 
named, and to be obſerved by them in all points, as if "2 
the ſame were ſpecially here inſert ; and that they inquire | 
into the publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets 2A 
tending towards the promoting of opinions ef whatever | 
kind, inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith; and that | 
the recommenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the 
errors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or 
print, be called before the ſaid commiſſion to anſwer for 
the lame. And further, the ſaid commiſſion is hereby 
unpowered to receive any references and appeals that 
ſhall be made to them from ſynods, in matrers of doctrine, - 
and ripen ſuch affairs for the next General Aflembly ; and 
F to 4 
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to contribute what they can tothe ſuppreſling of vice and 
immorality, and give all needful advice and aſliſtance to 
{ynods and preſbyteries, upon application to them for that 
end: Likeways to take care that the impreſſions of the 
holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and 
ſuch books as are authoriſed by this church, relating to the 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government thereof, 


be correct; and give directions about printing the ſame, 


And the commillioners are appointed and impowered to 
keep a correſpondence with the committee for reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and Ifhuds, for ſuppreſſing Popery 


and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the knowledge of 


true religion, and carrying on a reformation in theſe 
parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence therein; and, 
if need be, to apply to the government for a proper re- 
medy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid commiſſioners 
are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſcharged to meddle 

in any other matters than what are committed and refer- 

red to them, as above-mentioned : And, in all their act. 
ings, they are to proceed according to the acts and con- 

{ticution of this church, and to do nothing contrary there- 

to, or to the prejudice of the ſame; declaring, that in, 
and for all their actings, they ſhall be accountable to, and 
cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall 
lee cauſe, And the General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid 

commiſſioners particularly to obſerve the acts of the Ge- 
neral Aſſemblies one thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, 

and one thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpect- 

ing the application of the public money ; which two 
acts are printed among the acts of Aſſembly one thouſand 

{even hundred and fixty-one. And this commiſſion is 

to continue and endure until another commiſſion be ap- 

pointed; and members are required to attend the diets 

of the ſaid commiſſion ; and abſents therefrom are order- 

ed to be noticed, according to the 17th act of the Gene- 

ral Aſſembly held in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 

dred and fix. And for the better ſecuring of a quo- 

rum, and attendance of members on the commiſſion, the 

General Aſſembly prohibits the preſbyteryof Edinburgh, 

or any other preſbytery within twelve miles thereof, to 

meet on any of the days or weeks appointed for the 

WE 1 1 | meeting 
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meeting of this commiſſion ; and ſuch of the members 
of thele preſbyteries as are on the commiſſion, are requir- 
ed all of them to give attendance on the diets thereof; 
and the preſbyteries at a greater diſtance, who have four 
or more members on the commiſſion, are to take care, 
that at leaſt two of them attend each diet of the ſame; 
and the General Aſſembly appoint their commiſſion, at 


their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and 


queſtions relative to the ſettlement of vacant churches, 
which are, or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, 
as they can overtake. And it is further provided, that 
when any preſbytery, or ſynod of this church, ſhall de- 
cline to comply with the ſentence of the commiſſion, or 
to give the ſame a-full execution, in that caſe the com- 
miſſion is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by ap- 
pointing any ſuch correſpondent meeting, as has been 
ſometimes the practice; but ſhall allow the fame to ly 
over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch preſbyteries 
or ſynods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their conduct, and 
are hereby appointed to ſend up with their commiſſioners 
their reaſons for the ſame. And the Aſſembly doth fur- 
ther impower and direct the ſaid commiſſion, to make 
due application to the King and Parliament, for redreſs 
of the grievance of patronage, in caſe a favourable oppor- 


tunity for ſo doing ſhall occur during the ſubſiſtence of 


this commiſſion. And that in paſling their ſentences, 


and in ordering the execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly 
oblerve the I 2th act of che * 1736. 


0. 
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Act appointing the Diet of the next 
General ne, 
T* HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 
| is appointed to be held in this place on Thurſday 
the Twentieth day of May, in the year One thouſand 
leven hundred and ſeventy-three. | 
: Colleded and extralted pw: the records of the 
| | was Onan, 3 by 
| 0 SEORGE WIS HART. C. Ecc. Scot, 
| 
| 
| 
f 
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General Aſſembly, 1772. 


The 6 Aſſembly amine to presby- 
teries the following Report laid before 
them by their Committee tor Over- 
oo 1 


HE Committee for Overtures having met and con- 
ſidered the overtures tranſmitted by ſynods and 
preſbyteries to this General Aſſembly, with reſpect to the 
electing and ordaining of elders, and having heard re- 
ports of irregularities in theſe matters, particularly of 
elders being ordained in pariſhes where they have no re- 
ſidence, and reaſoned thereon, do report their humble o- 
pinion, that the' caſe is not ripe for an overture to be 
tranſmitted to preſbyteries, but that the General Aſſem- 
bly ſhould recommend to prefbyreries to enquire into 
theſe matters, and to tranſmit ſuch overtures thereon, as 
to them ſhould ſeem proper; which report from the Com- 
mittee being conſidered, the General Aſſembly do here- 
by recommend to preſbyteries accordingly. 


OVERTURE anent Probationers being li- 
cenſed without the bounds of the Church. 


Hex EAS! ic is a matter of the greateſt importance to 
W the intereſts of religion to prevent perſons not du- 
ly qualified from being licenſed to preach the goſpel; 
and, as it has been often complained of, that ſeveral per- 
ſons not qualified according to the acts of this church, 
have retired out of its bounds to places where they were 
not well known in order to obtain a licence. Therefore 
the General Aſſembly prohibit all perſons educated, or 
reſiding within the bounds of this church, from going 
out of its bounds to obtain licenſes to preach, and enact | 
and declare licenſes obtained in- that manner. to be null 
and void, unleſs it ſhall appear that ſuch perſons have 
carried with them a recommendation in the uſual form 
from the preſbytery where they have reſided. 


„ Over” 
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OvERTURE anent the Age of ruling EI. 
ders, and the electing them to repreſnet 
Seſſions in the Presbytery and Synod- 


HE General Aſſembly called for an overture anent 

the age of ruling elders, and the electing them to 
repreſent ſeſſions in che preſbytery and ſynad, which was. 
given in to the laſt General Aſſembly, and by them or- 
dered to lye over till this Aſſembly, which was read, and 
is as follows: Primo, I hat no perſon ſhall be ordained an 
elder of this. church before he is twenty-one. cars of age 
compleat. Secundo, That all preſbytery elders ſhall be e- 
lected within two months after the: ſitting of, ſynod, to 
attend the preſbytery and enſuing ſynod of that bounds, 
and in caſe of death. or, demiſſion, a new. elder, ſhall be. 
made within one month of the ſame. Tertia, That eve- 
ry elder ſo. choſen ſhall produce an extract ot his election 
under the hand of the Sefhon-clerk, before he be received. 
on the roll of either preſbytery or ſynod. The General 
Aſſembly ordered the above to be tranſmitted. as an over- 
ture to the ſeveral preſbyteries, and appoints them to 
return their opinions thereupon to the next General Al- 
{cmbly. 


OVeERTURE anent Members of inferior 
Courts judging in Cauſes appealed from 
them. N 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1771. 


HE General Aſſembly took into conſideration the 
overture anent members of inferior courts Jjudg- 
ing in ſuperior courts incauſesappealed-from them, which. 


had been tranſmitted to preſhyteries by ſeveral preced- 
mags 42 


ing Aſſemblies, and had originally come before the Aſ- 
ſembly in the year 1754. from the commillion of the then 


foregoing Aſſembly, the tenor whereof follows: The 


Commiſſion, eenſidering, that the preſent pragtice of this 
church, whereby the members, of interjor judicatocs are 
excluded from judging or voting in the ſuperior judica- 


tories, in cale of an appeal, is contrary to the practice of 


all other courts, both of law and equity, and in ſome 
meaſure ſubverſive of that exact purity which is a lead- 
ing part of our conſtitution, as it ſometimes ſubjects the 
ſentence of the far greater number to that of the leſſer; 
and further, conſidering that, by this means, thoſe, who 
' a little before acted: in the character of judges, are oblig- 
ed to ſtand at the bar, on a level wh the pannel, muſt 
enter into the ſpirit and warmth of a party, and perhaps 
are condemned for no other reaſon, than giving ſentence 


according to their beſt judgment, and which they would 


willingly have altered upon a review; and as it often, 
if not always, happens that, when the members of inferi- 
or courts, before whom the cauſe was firſt tried, and 
thoroughly canvaſſed, are removed, the affair is not ſuffi- 
ciently underſtood, particularly becauſe thoſe who voted 
among the minority are not allowed to aſſign any reaſons 
for their conduct, except they have entered a complaint, 
which one would not chuſe to do, unleſs in a very ſtrong. 
caſe ; and every one knows, that, in-the courſe of rea- 
ſoning, things frequently caſt up, which perplex or miſ- 
lead the judges, that could eaſily have been obviated or 
cleared up, if the members of the inferior courts had not 
been deprived of the liberty of ſpeaking. On all theſe 
accounts, and for many other obvious reaſons, the Com- 
miſſion propoſe, that the Aſſembly ſhould tranſmit an o- 
verture to the conſideration of the ſeveral- preſbyteries, 
for allowing the members of inferior judicatories to ſit, 


Judge and vote in the ſuperior courts, in caſes of appeals, 


as they do at preſent in the caſe of a reference. The 
General Aſſembly did and hereby do re-ranſmit the ſaid 
overture to the ſeveral preſbyteries, with this particular 
injunction, that they confider the ſame, on or before the 
=- electing their members to the next General Aſ- 
embly. | 
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A | 

TABLE of the printed Acts of the 

General Aſsembly held in the Year 
1772. | 


1 T HE King's Commiſſion to Joun Earl of Glaſpow, 
produced and ordered to be recorded. Page 3 


II. The King's moſt gracious letter to the General Aſſembly, 
preſented to them by his Majeſty's commiſſioner, 5 


III. The General Aſſembly's anſwer 70 the King ne oft graci- 
ous letter. | 5 | 7 

IV. Commiſſion "a ſome mini ſters and ruling alters, fr refor- 
mation of the Highlands and Iſlands, and for manag- 

ing his Majeſty's royal bounty for that end. 9 


v. Commiſſion to ſome miniſters and ruling elders, - for dif: 
cuſſing affairs referred to them. 114 


VI. 44 appointing the diet of the next General Aſſembly. 24 


INDEX 


INDEX oz ABRIDGEMEN T 


O TA 


Actings and Proceedings of the General Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, held in the Year 1772, which 


are not printed at full length. 


May 21. 1772. Seſſ. 1. 


F T E R ſermon by the Reverend Mr Robert Walker, 
one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, Moderator of the 
laſt General Aſſembly, the miniſters and ruling elders con- 
veened in the Aſſembly-houſe; and after prayer by the ſaid 
Mr Robert Walker, Mr Adam Ferguſon miniſter at Mou- 
line, was choſen Moderator, and, at the Aſſembly's deſire, 
took the chair. 
The King's commiſſion to John Eatl of Glaſgow to re- 
preſent his el s royal perſon, read and record- 
OE 
The King's moſt gracious letter to this Aſſembly read and re- 
corded. 
The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening this Aſſembly, and 
the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. 
A committee named for anfwering, the King's moſt gracious 
letter, 
A committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the diets: there- 
of; naming miniſters to preach before his Grace the King's 
Commiſſioner ; receiving in liſts of the probationers in the 
ſeveral preſbyteries, in order to their being recorded. 
Committee for overtures named. 
Committee for bills, references, and hl named, 
Adjournment. 


May 22. 1772. K. 2. 
Sederunt. | 

A new commiſſion produced. 

A diet ſpent in prayer, 

Act 7th of Aſſembly 1718, for- the better diſnatch of the buſi- 
neſs of the Aſſembly, read, aud the obſervation thereof en- 
joined. 

A Miniſters 


Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King's Com 


Sederunt. 


INDEX 1573. 


miſſioner. „ ” ag 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meer this 


evening at their uſual places. 


- Adjournment. 


| - May 230 1772. Se /. 2, 


A new commiſſion produced. | | 


The draught of an anſwer to the King's moſt gracious jetter 


to this Aſſembly, brought in and approven, aud his Grace 
the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's requeſt, undertakes to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. by 


The report of the truſtees of the fund for. a proviſion to mini- 


ſter's widows, &c. produced, and the ſirſt paragraph there- 
of read, concerning the truſtee's election of the Reverend 
Dr Alexander: Webſter, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh 
to be their general collector or receiver of the annual and 
other rates and ſums, {pecified in the acts af Parliament eſta- 
bliſhing the fund in the room of Mr James Stewart, their late 
general collector or receiver. The General Aſſembly unani- 
mouſly affirmed the ſaid election, and continued Dr Webſter 
collector of the ſaid fund; and the report was ordered to lie 
upon the table, | | 0 


A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceedings of 


the commiſſion of the late General Aſſembiy, audite the 
procurator and agent's accompts, conſider the ſtate of the 


public money, and prepare overtures about the fame. 


A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceedings of 


the committee named by laſt Aſſembly, for managing the 
Royal. Bounty for the reformation of. the Highlands and 


The report of the committee for reviſing commiſſions, hav- 


ing paſſed the committee for overtures, the ſame was called 


Hor andreads I 
The ſynod-books called for. 


A committee named 10 reviſe the {ynod-book of Sutherland 


and Caithneſs. | 


A committee named to reviſe the ſynod-book of Lothian and 


Tweeddale. 
A committee named to reviſe the ſy nod- book of Dumfries. 


A committee named to reviſe the ſynod-book of Perth and 


Stirling. 


The ſynod- books of F ife, Angus and Mearns, Aberdeen, Roß. | 


Glenelg, Merſe and Tiviotdale, Galloway, - Glaſgow and 


Ar, Argyle, aud the preſbytery-book of Zetland, e 
| hls * + brougt 


* 


brought up to this Aſſembly, reſolved that the reaſons there- 
of be enquired into. . 14 | 

The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills called 
for, produced, and read over. | 

Reſolve anent taking in cauſes. 325 

A petition and complaint for the magiſtrates and town coun- 
Cil of Dumfries, a petition and complaint of Mr Alexander 
Ferguſon of Craigdarroch, ruling elder, choſen to repreſent 


them in this Aſſembly, and a petition and complaint of Mr 
Thomas Mutter and other members of the preibytery of 


Dumfries, diſſenters from the preſbytery's refuſal to atteſt 


Mr Ferguſon's commiſſion, heard; the ſaid commiſſion ſul. 


tained, notwithſtanding the objection of its not being atteſt- 
ed by the prefbytery. And the Aſſembly found, that the 
. refula] of the pretbytery af Dumfries to atteſt the commiſ- 
\ Gon to Mr Ferguſon, as elder elected by the town of Dum- 


' fries, was unwarranted and injurious both to the town of 


Dumfries and to Mr Ferguſon ; and the Aſſembly autho- 
riſe the complainers to furnifh the clerk of the prefbytery of 
_ : Dumfries with an extract of this judgment, aud upon re- 
ceipt thereof, the Aſſembly -ordain him to record the ſame 
in the preſbytery-books. And it was agreed that liberty 
+ ſhould be reſerved to any members that pleaſed to enter their 
. diſſent from this judgment of the Aſſembly at the next 
meeting, | | | i 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet on 
Monday morning at half an hour after nine o'clock in their 
uſual places. 1% Bai 
Adjournment. 


May 25. 1772. Seſſ. 4. | 


Sederunt. „ 
New commiſſion produce. 


Dpon reading the ſentence of Aſſembly on Saturday, anent 


the Aſſembly's ſuſtaining the comſfuiſſion from the burgh of 
Dumfries, diſſents entered by ſeveral members. | 
Upon a motion the: Aſſembly added Mr Archibald Stevenſon 
and Mr William Sutherland to the committee for reviſing 
the commiſſion-book, Sc. And the Aſſembly reſolved 
that in time coming there ſhould be two ſeparate commit- 


tees, one for reviſing the commiſſton- book, and another for 


auditing and reviſing the public accompts. 


and read over, 


The report of the committee for bills, called for, produced, = 


äN—ẽ— — 
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A petition and complaint of the magiſtrates and town - council 
of Dunfermline, againſt the preſbytery, for their refuſal to 
atteſt Mr. Hart's commiſſion, heard. And the Aſſembly 
found, that the refuſal of the preſbytery of Dunfermline to 
atteſt the commiſſion of the burgh of Dunfermline, in fa. 

vour of Mr: Hart, was unwarranted and injurious, - both to 
Mr Hart and the town of Dunfermline, and therefore ſuſ. 
tains the ſaid commiſſion: And further the Aſſembly is 
of opinion the recording the petition of Andrew Bowie 
and others? was improper, and ordain the ſame to be expun- 
ged from the preſbytery- record.; and upon being furniſhed 
with an extract of this ſentence, ordain the preſbytery- 
clerk to record the ſame in the preſbytery-book, 
The objection to the commiſſion from the: burgh of Kirkcud. 
bright, to Mr Alexander Abercrombie writer to the ſignet, 
heard. and the commiſſion ſuſtained. by the Aſſembly with- 
out a vote. 1 18 „ 287% 

Ihe objection to the commiſſion from the city of Edinburgh, 

to Mr Orlando Hart preſent conveener, heard, and the 

commiſſion alſo tuſtained-by the Aſſembly without a vote. 

The objection to the commiſſion from the burgh of Queens- 

ferry to Mr Walter Scot, heard, and the commiſſion like- 
wiſe ſuſtained by the Aſſembly without a vote. | 

Adjournment. e 


in May 26. 177 2. Se. 5, 
| Bederunt. Jai 2 140 | 15 Qainiont eb 
A new commiſſion produced. : be 
A commiſſion from the pre{bytery of Zetland rejected as being 
only a duplicate of a commiſſion. 
His Majeſty's royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, delivered 
into this Aſſembly, by his Grace the Commiſſioner, read 


and ordered to be recordete. . 
A committee named to converſe with parties in the cauſe anent 


the ſettlement of St Ninians; in, order to bring about a com- 
fortable ſettlement, and to report to the Aſſembly on or be- 


fore Friday nee k. e n 
The committee. appointed by Aſſembly 1769, for conſidering 
the order of the houſe, and the better accommodation of the 


members, called for; it was repreſented by members of 
that committee, that they, had had ſeveral conferences 
with the hononrable.. magiſtrates of Edinburgh upon this 
ſubject: T hat. a plan of what was propoſed for. the right 
ordering of the houſe, and the better accommodation of the 


. members, was drawn out, together with All eſtimate of the | 


— | 
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-expence, and the ſame laid before the magiſtrates: That 
they had obtained part of the ſaid plan to be executed, re- 
ſpecting the moderator's chair, and the ſeats for the clerke, 
and hoped to bring about the execution of the reſt of it. The 
committee continued,and added thereto Mr James Brown mi- 
ſter, Mr Alexander Ferguſon,and Mr Alexander Elphingſtone, 

| advocates, ruling elders, and Mr James Brown, named con- 

veener of the committee, Do 
Reſolve anent cauſes. x 

A petition and complaint of Walter Ogilvie of Clova, patron 

of the parith of Lintrethan, and of the preſbytery of Meigle, 
and ſynod of Angus and Mearns, againſt the commiſſion of 
laſt Aſſembly, heard. The commiſſion found to have ex- 
ceeded their powers; and this cauſe remitted to the preſby- 
lery of Meigle to proceed in the ſettlement according to the 
rules of the chur enn 

The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet to- 

morrow morning at ten o'clock, in their uſual places. 

Adjournment. Beg 


May 27. 19772. Sefſc 6. 


Sederunt. | 

The report of the committee appointed to converſe with the 
parties in the affair of St Ninians, called for, given in and 
read, bearing that it will be expedient to order the ſettlemenr 
of Mr Thomſon the preſentee on or before the 2oth of 

November next, and that they find ſuch meaſures now pur- 
ſuing for the good of that-pariſh, as there is all reaſon to 
believe will give ſatisfaction to all concerned. The preſby- 
tery of Stirling ordered to ſettle Mr David Thomſon the 
preſentee as miniſter of St Ninians, on or before the 2oth-of 
November next. eee | a 

Reſolve anent cauſes. 161 

Upon a motion, the Aſſembly ordered all parties concerned in 
cauſes before this Aſſembly, to diſtribute their printed caſes 
at leaſt 24 hours before the cauſes are to be heard, and to 
lodge ioo copies at leaſt in the Society-hall. | 

A committee named to take trial of Mr George Mark the pre- 
ſentee for the pariſh of Kirkhill, as to his knowledge of the 
Gallic language, and recommended to all the other members 
of Aſſembly, who underſtood that language, to attend the 

aidcommittee, and report as ſoon as poſſible. 

The Report of the committee for overtures concerning returns 

tom preſbyteries on overtures tranſmitted by former — 

| I 16s 
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blies, called for, given in and read. The overture anent 
members of inferior courts judging in cauſes appealed from 
them; and the overture anent the age of ruling elders, ap- 
pointed to be re- tranſmitted to preſbyteries, that ſuch ag 
have as yet made no returns, may ſend up their opinions 
thereupon to the next General Aſſembly. And alſo tranſ- 
mitted a new overture, concerning young men going with- 
out the bounds of this church to obtain licences.: And the 
ſeveral preſbyteries are ordered to take the fame under their 
_ conſideration at their firſt meeting after the acts of Aﬀembly 
come to their hand. | | 
The report of the committee for bills called for, given in.and 
read. over, 1 | 
An appeal of the elders and pariſhioners of the pariſh of Aber- 
Juthnot or Marykirk, from a ſentence of the preſbytery of 
Fordoun, and the ſynod of Angus and Mearns, ſuſtaining a 
_ Preſentation and call to Mr John Brymer, and admitting 
him as miniſter of ſaid pariſh-of Marykirk, heard, the ſeu- 
tences of the ſaid ſynod and preſbytery affirmed. 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet to- 
morrow morning at ten o'clock, at their uſual places. 
Adjournment. | | 


May 28, 1772. Sef. 7. 


Sederunt. | 


A letter produced from the moderator of the ſynod of Neu- 
York, read, and the Aſſembly continued the committee of 
correſpondents appointed by laſt Aſſembly, and ordered the 

ſaid letter to be given to them. | 


* 


A committee named to conſider a reference from the preſbyte- 


ry of Gairloch. Profeſſor Gerard named conveener of the 
committee, and the reference put into his hands. | 


A committee named to conſider a petition of the inhabitants 


within the -perambulated bounds of Norriefton, and a re- 
preſentation from the preſbytery of Dumblane, Doctor 
M Knight named conveener of the committee and the peti- 
tion put into his hands. 5 


The report of the committee appointed yeſterday to take trial 


of Mr George Mark's knowledge of the Gallic language, 
called for, given in and read, and reſolved that this cauſe be 
taken up next to thoſe already fixed. 5 
An appeal of the Right Honourable John Earl of Rotbes, pa- 
tron of the pariſh of Kinglaſſie, and other heretors concur” 
Ting in a call to Mr Thomas Mitchell, preacher of the o 
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pel to be miniſter of faid pariſh, from a ſentence of the 
preſbytery of Kirkcaldie, and ſynod of Fife, refuſing to ſuſ- 
tain the ſaid call, heard; the ſentences of the ſynod and 
preſbytery reverſed, the call ſuſtained to Mr Mitchell the 
preſentee ; and the preſbytery of Kirkcaldie appointed to 
proceed to his ſettlement as miniſter of the parith of Kin- 
glaſſie with all convenient ſpeed, according to the rules of 
the church. And members who chooſed to diſſent in this 
cauſe are allowed to do ſo to-morrow-. 
The counſel for Mr M*Maſter from the bar craved a delay of 
taking in his cauſe to-morrow as they were not ready; the 
Aſſembly reſolved that it be taken in on Saturday, _ 

The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet to- 
morrow morning at halt an hour after nine in their uſual 
places. | 4 
Adjournment. 


May 29. 1772. Se. 8. 


Sederunt. 
The report of the committee, named to confider applications 
for ſhares of the public money called for and rede. 
The General Aſſembly appointed as follows: That Mr George 
Trail miniſter at Dunnet, ſhould be allowed the intereſt of 
the ſum of L. 191 Sterling advanced by him in the proceſs 
againſt Mr Thomas Lyall, and the ſame to commence at 
Whitſunday 1769. | EL | | 

The deſire of the petition for Mr Robert Sands, praying to be 

allowed a ſum of money out of the public fund, to enable 

him to carry on a proceſs of augmentation of his ſtipend, re- 
fuſed in reſpect of the reſolution of laſt Aſſembly, that no 
further applications ſhould be received in private cauſes, 

till the funds be fully cleared. e | 

As to the petition of Mr Roderick M*Leod and recommenda- 

tion of the preſbytery of Skey in his favour, praying for aid 

out of the public money, to enable him to carry on a pro- 
ceſs for manſe and glebe. This cauſe recommended to the 
procurator and agent. 

As to the petition of Mr Andrew Williamſon, craving aid out 
of the public fund to enable him to carry through a proceſes 
of augmentation. Recommended to the procurator and a- 
gent to carry on this proceſs. _ 3 85 

As to the the petition of Mr Alexander Pope miniſter at Reay, 

_ craving the direction and aſſiſtauce of the Aſſembly to en- 

able him to get a legal ſchool ſettled in his pariſn; remitted 

£ to 
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to the procurator and agent to carry on this proceſs ; alſo 
recommended to the ſociety for propagating chriſtian knoy- 
ledge to continue the charity ſchool in his pariſh. 

The procurator and agent's accompts produced and ordered to 

lie upon the table. [ole LOSER, 
The report of the viſitors of the commiſſion-book given in and 
read, and the commiſſion's conduct, approven of, with the 
exception of their ſentence in the cauſe of -Lintrethan, in 
which they are found to have exceeded their powers; the 
Aſſembly's thanks given from the chair to the moderator of 
the commiſſion, for their faithtulneſs and diligence in the 
affairs committed to them, and their book ordered to be at- 
teſted. e | . 

The report of the viſitors of the royal bounty regiſter given in 
and read, and the conſideration thereof delayed till to-mor- 
row. | 

Upon reading the ſentence of Aſſembly yeſterday, anent the 
Aſſembly's jugment in the cauſe of Kinglaſſie, diſſents 
entered by ſeveral members. 

The report of the committee for overtures called for, produced 
and read over. | 

Upon report from the committee for overtures concerning an 

overture with reſpect to ruling eiders ordained in pariſhes 
where they have no reſidence; as alſo an overture from the 
ſynod of Lothian and Tweeddale bearing, that the General 
Aſſembly ſhall paſs no new regulation relating to their own | 
conſtitution, the qualifications of their members, or the 
forms of their commiſſions into an act, until an overture | 
thereanent has been regularly tranſmitted and approven by 
a majority of preſbyteries. The above overtures ordered to 
lie upon the table till to-morrow. LE. 

The report of Dr John Walker miniſter at Moffat, who viſited 

the Weſtern Highlands upon a renewed commiſſion from lait 

Aſſembly, given in and read. The thanks of the houſe was 

given to Dr Walker; and the Aſſembly appointed a copy 

of ſaid report to be tranſmitted to the Committee for manag- 
ing the royal bounty, and another copy thereof to be tranl- 
mitted to the Truſtees for the forfeited eſtates. 

At the deſire of one of the parties concerned in the affair of 

Leith, the Aſſembly ordered the ſefſion-records of Leith to 

be lodged with the clerks of Aſſembly, that thoſe concerned 
may have acceſs to look into the. 

An appeal of Mr David Erſkine Writer to the Signet, patron 

of the pariſh of Blantyre, from a ſentence of the presbytery 

of Hamilton, delaying to ſuſtain the preſentation to Mr 

Finnie the preſentee, heard; the preſentation ſuſtained, au 


the 
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the preſbytery of Hamilton appointed to proceed to the ſettle- 
ment of the preſentee as miniſter of the pariſh of Blantyre 
betwixt and the next meeting of the Synod of Glaſgow and 
Ayr according to the rules of the Church ; and appoints 
the Commiſſion... in November, or any ſubſequent meeting, 
to take in any reference, complaint, or appeal, with reſpect 
to this matter, with power finally to determine therein. 
An appeal of Mellrs Alexander Stewart and John Warden, 
commiſſioners appointed by the preſbytery of Edinburgh is 
_ proſecute the tranſlation of. Dr James M Knight from ſed- 
burgh to be one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, from a 
ſeutence of the preſbytery of Jedburgh, referring this whole 
. affair to the General Aſſembly, heard; Dr James M Knight 
tranſported from the pariſh of Jedburgh to the city of Edin- 
burgh, and the preſbytery of Edinburgh appointed to admit 
him as one of the miniſters of Edinburgh with all conve- 
. nient, ſpeed, according: to the rules of the church ; but the 
Aſſembly declare that his relation to Jedburgh ſhall not be 
conſidered as diſſolved till he be admitted to Edinburgh. | 
The committee for- overtures ate appointed to meet to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock in their uſual place. tl 
Adjournment. 7 i as Kotte 40 
bn ge May 30th 1772. Sefſ. 9. 
Sederunt. 15 1 7 FF | ee ae 5r) 
pon a report from the committee for overtures, the General 
Aſſembly tranſmits to preſbyteries an overture reſpecting el- 
ders ordained in pariſhes where they have no reſidence; and 
preſbyteries are appointed to ſend up returns thereupon. to 
the next General Aſſembly. There being-tranſmitted from 
the committee for overtures an overture from the. ſynod. of 
. Lothian and Tweeddale, with reſpect to the Aſſembly's 
paſſing no new regulations relating to their own conſtitution, 
Ke. without tranſmiſſion, rejected by the Aſſembly. - ' 
The Aſſembly ordered a copy of Dr Walker's report for 
the year 1771 to be tranſmitted to the ſociety for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge. I e e 
The report of the committee for naming-the-members of the 
. commiſſion. and drawing inſtructions to them, given in and 
approven of, and Dr George Wiſhart added in place of the 
, + Moderston id ond bag 40. 2460 val big ©: 
The report of the viſitors-of the royal bounty regiſter: was a- 
gaip called for, and gead; as, alſo a repreſentation by Dr 
Webſter, one of the ſub-· ommittee named for anſwering 
| objections or queſtions to the management of the laſt year's 
committee, read, and both theſe reports remitted to the 
- committee to be named for managing his Majeſty's bounty 
for the enſujng year, and recommended to them to pay par- 
ticular attention to the circumſtances of the places mention- 


— 


the ſame powers as formerly. ene 5 
Ide report of the committee appointed to conſidet the affair of 
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ed in the ſirſt report, it being always under ood that hal. 
ever changes or alterations the committee may find proper 

to make on the ſcheme, they ſhall not increaſe the general 
charge, the fund being already overloaded; the conduct of 
_ . approven of, and their book ordered to be at- 


A committee named for managing the royal bounty this year, 


. with a commiſſioir and iuſtructions to them. 


A. petition: aud repreſentation from the preſbytery of Dom- 


blane, with the opinion of the procurator and committee 
on the public: accounts thereon, producect and read, craving 
the advice of the Aſſembiy anent a proceſs of declarator 
brought hefore the Court of Leſſion againſt che preſbytery 
at the inſtance of John Campbell writer in Stirling. The 
Aſlembly agreed to the above opinions, and appointed the 
deſence of the proceſs. mentioned in the petition to be car- 
 vied on by the procurator and agent for the church, and the 
expencs thereof to be paid out of the public ſund. 


The ſynod- book of Sutherland and Caithneſs atteſted. 
The ſynod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale atteſted. 


The ſynod- book of NBumftries atteſted. 


The ſynod. book of Perth and Stirling atteſted. | 


The Aſſembhy ordered all. the ſynods whoſe books had _ 


been ſent up to this Aſſembly to be ſent up to next Aﬀem- 
i'bly. viz. Fife, Angus, and Mearns ; Aberdeen, Roſs, Gle- 
neig. Murray. Orkney, Merfe, and Tivotdale; Galloway, 
0 — aſgow and Ayr 5 Argyle > and the preſbytery- book of 

TZetland. Pie! 


pe report of the committee appointed by laſt and preceding 


Aſſemblies to conſider the overture anent the improvement 
of miniſters glebes, called for; but the ſame not being 
ready, the General Aſſembly continued that committee with 


- 
"z 


the Norrieſton fund called for, given in and read, bearing, The 
committee are of opinion that the ſalary of the miniſter 
ſhould be augmented; according to the reſolution of Aſſem- 
- bly 766, from ſeven hundred and fifty, to nine hundred 
mers, and accordingly that the ſalary ſhould be L. 30 ſter- 
ling and forty boils of meal and bear, and, if he pleales, the 
piece of ground called the Orchard, he paying the preſent 
rent for it. And with reipect to the miſe that is de- 
ſired, the committee are of opinion, That the 600- merk 
offered by the Aſſembly 1770, ſhould ſtill be offered, pro- 


vided the people off Nortieſtou contribute whatever᷑ is ne- 


. ceffary for building ꝛhe faid' manſe, according to their for. 
mer engagement. Phe Aſſembly agreed to the opinion of 
the commit tee, and: ordered accordingly. Frog 


A petition for MrsNisbet, relict of Mr William Nisbet, late mini- 


ter at Firth and Stenneſs, produced and read. The General 
5 | : _ Aſſembly 
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| Aſſembly renewed the recommendation tothe ſynods of Ork- 
ney, and of Sutherland and Caithneſs; and alſo do recom- 
mend to the ſynod of Roſs, to make a collection for her 
thr oughour their reſpecti ve bounds. | 
The report of rhe committee anent the order of the Houfe, - 
and the better accommodation of the members, produced 
and read. The Aſſembly agreed to the opinion of the 
committee, as to what they propoſe, of continuing them, 
as was done at a former diet. . 
An appeal of Mr William M*Maſter preacher of the goſpel 
from two ſentences of the preſbytery of Stranraer, heard. 
The Aſſembly unanimouſly found that ſaid ſentences are 
final, no regular appeal having been taken aud followed 
ſurth againft them, and therefore diſmiſſed the ſaid appeal. 
An appeal of the Duke of Montroſe patron; of the pariſh of 
Aber foil from a ſentence of the preſhytery of Dumblane, 
heard. The objection to the preſentee of his want of the 
Gallic language, ſuſtained, and therefore ſet him aſide as 
being unqualified to be miniſter of that pariſh, and the 
ſentence of the preſpy tery of Dumblane, ſuſtaining the call 8 
0 him; reverſed, reſerving to the, patron his right to pre- 
ſent de nova; and the Aſſembly appointed an extract of 
this ſentence to be fent by the Mederator in a letter to his 
Grace the Duke of Montroſe. e 
Adjournment. > 
: Sederunt. | | June f. 177 9. eff. ults 
A new commiſſion produced. -. Foot ne „„ 
Acc appointing che accompt of Mr David Dalrymple procura- 
tor for the church, and exonering and diſcharging him 
and his eautioners of the ſum of L. 500 ſterling, aud or- 
dering that he debit himſelf in his next accompt for the 
a _ of L. 26: 8: 4. ſterling, being the balance due by 
-A&,, approving the accompr of James Edmonſfone agent for 
the church and ſub-clerx ro the General Aſſenbiy; and 
appointing that he debit himſelf in his next aceompt for the 
ſum of L. 38: 9: 8 ſterling, being the balance in his 
„ 99 5% 15% 07 1 By tad . 
The report of the truſtees for managing the fund for a provi- 
hon to miniſters «widows, &. containing a ſtate of the 
fund under their management, and an account of their 
proccedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, was again called for, and 
_ to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter kept for that 
purpole. „) ũ NS. A 
"The committee on the window-rax continued with the ſame 
. powers as appointed by laſt and former Aſſe mblies. 

_ e and their number ordered to be 
recorded. | | 


An 
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An appeal of Mr John Haddoway and other members of the 
- kirk-ſeſſion of South Leith from a ſentence of the ſyned 
of Lothien and Tweeddale, heard. The: ſentence of the 
ſynod of . Lothian and Tweeddale »ffirmed, reverſing the 
judgment of the prefbytery of Edinburgh, and PF ad the 
re- admiſſion of the-three elders. on the. firſt of Avguſt null 

and void. 

The reaſons of diſſent-againſt the judgment of «the Aſſembly 
ſuſtaining Mr Ferguſon's commiſſzon ew: in and lens 

and ordered to lie in retentis. 

The reaſons- of diſſent againſt the ſentenen of this aembly 
in the cauſe of Kinglaſſie, en in and read, and ordered 
to lie 1m-1etentis. 

A reference from the preſpytery of Dumbarton in the caſe of 
the pariſh of Fintry, read. The Aſſembly: accepted of the 

- reſignation of Mr William Grant the preſentee, and allows 
the Duke of : Montroſe, patron 'of faid pariſh; ſix months 
from this date, within which time 10 eee per 


ſon. 


- Areſerence from the cediloptley: of Dumbarton in the ale of 


the pariſh of Cadroſs, read. The Aſſembly accepted of 
the reſignation of Mr John Davidſon the preſentee, and al. 
Jous the Crown, - who is patron of faid-pariſh, {ix months 
from this date, within which time to ne ns _ 
ſon. tun! 

Proteſtations eitel. 5 1 7 

The minutes of this day's ſederunt were read; tbe. minutes 

of former ſecerunts- being re ad. at- whe: diets boeh 
.thereto. _ 

A committee named to reviſe ebe minutes us the Aſſembly's 
proceedings at this and all.-other diets thereof, and to pitch 
npon ſuch of the acts of the Aſſembly as-are to be ſtauding 
rules, in order to their · being printed. 

The Moderator's: ſpeech 40 che General- Aﬀembly, and n 
Majeſty's Commiſſioner. «fir 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing-the:next meeting of Aſſembl xy. 

Ro | he e eee with N and fingingo of pls. 
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Page 7. ' line. 7; for royal * „ 18. 1 8. „ 
N r Robert Monteath at Laſmahego my at Lonformacus,—Andline 


- 28.. at the end, delete Mr. 


